
Bennington County Regional Commission 
 

The Bennington County Regional Commission (BCRC) works with and on behalf of its member 

municipalities to build strong, resilient, and sustainable communities, to foster economic 

prosperity, and to promote a high quality of life for residents of the region.  The BCRC plays an 

important role in coordinating work among local governments, state and federal agencies, 

regional public and nonprofit organizations, educational institutions, and private interests. The 

organization is governed by local appointees from seventeen area municipalities and 

commissioners who represent interests ranging from public health to economic development. 

Regular meetings are held on the third Thursday of every other month, with frequent special 

meetings throughout the year (information at: www.bcrcvt.org). 
 

In addition to its ongoing role in supporting the comprehensive planning work of municipal 

officials, the BCRC is a regional center for programs in community and economic development, 

transportation, energy, environmental conservation, water quality, public health, solid waste 

management, and emergency management.  BCRC staff is available to provide direct assistance 

in these areas and to serve as a liaison with state and federal agencies. 
 

During the past year, the BCRC has worked to implement its comprehensive plan through a 

variety of programs and cooperative work with member municipalities.  Economic development 

planning at the BCRC is conducted by dedicated staff and supported by a committee with 

representatives appointed by the regional development corporation.  The goal of this BCRC 

program is to support business retention, growth, and recruitment.  Related BCRC planning and 

community development initiatives support redevelopment initiatives in downtowns and village 

centers, grant assistance for local businesses, and have produced reuse planning studies for key 

properties such as the former SVC campus and the recently idled Energizer complex.  Concern 

over the state’s water quality has led the BCRC to identify and implement local projects that not 

only reduce stormwater runoff, but also protect roads, bridges, culverts, and private property 

from damage. Other important activities have included: an assessment of land use regulations 

affecting housing in each town and village, expanded staff capacity to assist with implementation 

of local energy plans, village center and neighborhood development area designations, 

implementation of the regional solid waste management plan, and planning for roadway, bicycle 

and pedestrian, and public transportation improvements. 
 

In the coming year, the BCRC will continue to provide information and resources to assist 

business and local governments to take advantage of opportunities created through the federal 

American Rescue Plan and other programs.  We expect to see continued focus on infrastructure 

(including broadband) improvement projects, pandemic recovery and business support services, 

planning for workforce housing, and measures to support implementation of the Vermont 

Climate Action Plan. 
 

While our downtown Bennington offices, located at 210 South Street, have reopened, staff still 

work remotely at times, so it generally is easiest to contact us via email (see contacts at 

www.bcrcvt.org).  Fortunately, technology has allowed us to continue work with little 

interruption in progress on any projects.   

 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Bill Colvin, Director 

https://bcrcvermont.sharepoint.com/management/Documents/Town%20Report%20Submittals/2020/www.bcrcvt.org
http://www.bcrcvt.org/

